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 Gaudeamus 
 Golden Blue News 
  April 17th, 2015 

With a simple gesture, some might say borne out 
of sentimentality, Tom Kierath captured his third 
Albert Cup as Captain and ensured University a 
seemingly unbeatable place in the history of Syd-
ney Grade Cricket. 
With the Tea break looming and the smell of vic-
tory in the air, TK threw the ball to Adam Theo-
bald and invited him to bowl “something” for the 
42nd over of the Manly innings.  Theo, having 
previously bowled medium pace without success 
in the Nets, opted to try his hand at leg spin.  
Turning the ball “at right angles”, so he says, kept 
the batsmen concentrating and coughed up only a 
single in that over.  Theo’s previous bowling effort 
in a match was 13 years ago in Second Grade, 
when the Captain Simon Gray gave him an over 
which went for 18 runs. 
When he was offered a second over, anticipation 
rippled around the ground.   
The fourth ball, a little loopier, and the batsman 
went after it sending the ball soaring towards 
RPA.  Ben Joy sprinted 50m around the boundary 
to make a final despairing lunge, but the ball can-
noned from his fingertips.  No joy there! 
Theo then tried something different and Diserens 
smashed it square.  Steve Hobson leapt, the ball 
stuck, and the celebrations began.  4 in a row! 
Modern commentators look for the ‘point of differ-
ence’ and ‘defining moment’.  I’m not proposing 
that Theo was the POD - that honour belongs to 
the whole team - but this was certainly a ‘defining 
moment’ in a career which has spanned 16 sea-
sons.  Theo’s first wicket was a ‘defining moment’,  
as was Hobson being dropped on 38 when he 
smashed a ball at mid-wicket and Diserens could-
n’t react quickly enough. 
But neither were the POD. 
University have now raised the Albert Cup in 6 of 
the last 8 seasons, and in the other two were semi
-finalists.  They played this Final, as they have 
played every match for the last 4 seasons - to win, 
always looking to make something happen and 
turn a game. 
TK has been blessed with a team that is well-
balanced and who enjoy each other’s company, 

on and off the field. 
They went about their assigned tasks calmly, 
never flustered, confident in each other’s ability. 
Indicative of that is a comment by Will Hay.  At 
lunch on Monday, when asked about the amount 
of chat, or rather lack of it, on the field, Will re-
sponded,  
“The bowlers know what they have to do, and de-
liver.  The fieldsmen know what is expected of 
them, and they deliver.  We don’t need geeing up, 
we just do it.” 
As they have done, undefeated in 29 games 
straight since Christmas 2013. 
During the season, Ben Joy captured 43 wickets 
@ 12.19 with a best of 7/29 and 3 Michelles.  
Josh Toyer captured 32 @ 16.06 with a best of 
5/27 and 2 Michelles. 
Max Hope scored 586 runs with a best of 185.  
Will Hay got 575 runs with a best of 125 and 
Steve Hobson made 501 with a best of 133. 
2nd Grade have now gone one better than the 
great side of the early 60’s under McCristal and 
Everett. 
From the time the Albert Cup was first presented 
to the 2nd Grade Premiers, only two Clubs have 
captured the hat-trick.  University in the early 
1960’s, St George in the late 1980’s and Univer-
sity again 2011-2014. 
And it was a fitting end to a 16 season career for 
Adam Theobald who retires with over 8,000 runs 
including 13 centuries in 2nd Grade, and 1 wicket 
against his name. 

History making Albert Cup victory 
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From the Chairman 
PREMIERS! 

Easter Monday afternoon at 2:45 p.m as the rain fell 
steadily on No. 1 oval, unbridled celebrations begin as 
Tom Kierath lifts the Albert Cup for the fourth consecutive 
season for the Club. There is TK, winner now of an as-
tounding nine Premiership caps with the Club, and Toyer, 
Joy, Hay, Hobson, Miller, and Hill, all multiple Premiership 
winners. For Ryan, Trevor-Jones, Hope and Arnott, this is 
surely the first of many. 
And there is Theo, looking contemplative, who had just 
played the last game of an incomparable 16 year career 
and who had finished with a fairy tale come true – a Pre-
miership and a wicket (his first!) with his last ball.  
Neville Cardus wrote when Wilfred Rhodes retired from 1st 
Class cricket with 39,969 runs AND 4,204 wickets: 
“No shadow of any doubt will ever dare to creep over the 
setting sun of his renown.” 
Theo’s renown as a player and as a person is already 
legendary. 
As I looked around the gathering during the presentation 
ceremony, quietly but filled with elation, in the back-
ground, stands the backbone of this Club: 
Gary Whitaker – unparalleled success as Club coach 

since 2010.  
Les Carrington – the sixth SUCC Premiership side that 
he’s scored. 
Dale Bryant – behind the scenes and often unheralded, he 
does what holds us together. 
Dave Stanton – never in the photos because he’s behind 
the camera. His live-streaming of games keeps this club in 
the pre-eminent position it holds. 
Phil Logan – a distinguished career on the field, followed 
by honorary and honourable service off it. 
Ray Hunt – who presents our grounds proudly every sea-
son.  
And a band of supporters who were as excited as if they’d 
been on the field. And, slipping away quietly, was Damon 
Ridley, here for a few days from Germany where he now 
lives; former 1st Grade captain, 2nd Grade Premiership 
captain on an Easter Monday 35 years ago, one of the life
-enlargers of this Club. 
I walk across the ground with the Club song still echoing: 

“We are the Uni boys… 
How did we do it? 

EEEEASY!” 

James Rodgers 

Chairman 

Like so many throughout the cricketing world, we were saddened to hear of the passing of the great Richie 
Benaud at age 84. 
While most comments have centred on his efforts as a Test player and successful Captain, and as a media 
commentator, little has been said of the fact that first and last he was a Grade cricketer, playing firstly with 
Central Cumberland (now Parramatta), and then with Randwick, when he had retired from the Test arena. 
Fortunate to play against him was Ian Fisher, who captained University First Grade against Randwick in 
1969.  Ian recalls: 
“Playing at Uni No.1, there were only 4 other Uni players present with me when it came time for the toss.  
“Richie tossed a coin that had neither head nor tail, I think it was an Indian coin, examined it and an-
nounced that he had won the toss and invited us to bat.  The rest of the players arrived shortly after that in 
dinner suits.  Probably coming from the St. Paul’s Formal the night before. 
“We then proceeded to ‘flog’ Randwick. 
“After the game, Richie came into the Uni dressing room with two beers, handed me one and sat down.  
After a pause, he turned, looked at me and said, “Ian, there has to be a moral in all this.”  And then quietly 
returned to his beer.” 
Like his commentary later on he was content to leave the rest of the thought to the imagination of the lis-
tener. 
The Club extends their condolences to Daphne and the Benaud family at this sad time. 
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With rain falling steadily since Maundy Thursday, hope for 
play on Day 1 was dealt a blow, reducing the game to a 2 
day encounter. 
Day 2 dawned, and just as the stone was rolled away 
2000 years ago, the clouds rolled away, basking the 
ground in sunshine. 
TK, following the script, won the toss and elected to bat. 
However, when Will Hay was bowled with the score on 3, 
it was time to re-assess. 
Theo joined Jack Hill in the middle and the pair saw the 
score advance beyond 50, before Theo popped a catch, 
bringing Trevor-Jones to the crease.  Having scored a 
century on debut against manly in Round 1 at the same 
ground, eyes were on him to reproduce that magic.  Alas, 
that was not to be.  As he played a back foot shot to cover, 
his spikes failed to grip and his foot slid to the base of the 
stumps.  Out hit wicket!  Max Hope and Jack navigated 
their way to 3/54 at lunch, and after added a few more 
before Hope edged one to the Keeper with the score on 
90. 
Enter Steve Hobson, determined to stop the rot.  Starting 
out cautiously, in an intense contest with the bowlers, he 
batted for 2 hours to bring up his 50.  Having been 
dropped on 38, he made Manly pay dearly.  After another 
90 minutes he brought up his century with 16 fours and a 
towering six.   
But he was watching as partners came and went at the 
other end till Jim Ryan joined him with the score on 8/201.  
Together they steered the side to stumps. 
Resuming on Monday morning, Steve and Jim added 123 
for the ninth wicket off 206 balls in 133 minutes.  At 8/324, 
Steve left the innings in the hands of Jim Ryan and Ben 
Joy, but more importantly, his 272 minute occupation of 
the crease and 133 runs had satisfied TK’s desire to soak 
up overs, and had taken the game and the Cup out of the 
hands of Manly. 

Needing to score 331 from 75 overs, Manly faced an uphill 
battle, but started positively with a boundary off Joy’s 
opening over. 
Josh Toyer then moved to his familiar starting spot and 
steamed in at the Parramatta Road end.  Bowling his cus-
tomary stump-to-stump line, the ball thumped into Edgell’s 
pads and Manly were 1/5.  A good way to start your bowl-
ing spell.  A low catch to TK off Joy and Manly went to 
lunch at 2/9. 
As Monday was a public holiday, spectators began to ar-

rive.  One notable visitor was Damon Ridley, visiting from 
Germany where he now resides.  In 1977/78 Damon had 
taken 2nd Grade from wooden spooners to Runner-up.  
The following season going one better claiming the Pre-
miership.  35 years later he was excited to be back on the 
fields where he had tasted success and was particularly 
elated to be able to cheer TK and the boys home to an 
historic win. 
After lunch, wickets fell regularly as Manly struggled to 
come to terms with the pace and accuracy of Joy, Toyer 
and Ryan to be 8/100.  
TK captured the ninth wicket at 106, with Tea being pre-
pared.  Taking a leaf out of the Ridley Guide to Captaincy, 
to “make something happen” he then made the inspired 
decision to give Theobald a bowl.  As this was Theo’s last 
match, and Manly were needing 120 from 34 overs with 
just 1 wicket in hand, it was probably a safe bet.  But 
Theo’s only other bowling appearance in 2nd Grade had 
been 13 years before and had resulted in an 18 run over.  
The decision was not without risk.  But it provided a defin-
ing moment in the game. 
At the post-match presentations, Umpire Anthony Hobson 
noted that there had been some memorable performances 
during the match, particularly noting Josh Toyer’s 5/35, 
which ripped the heart out of any possible Manly chase. 
But, it was Steve Hobson’s doggedness and resolve com-
ing in when Uni were 4/90 and looking in trouble, that 
really turned the match in Uni’s favour.  For his match 
changing 133, Steve was awarded the Man-of-the-Match 
medal. 

Some of the more interesting incidents: 
1. Hobson smashed a ball off the spinner to mid-

wicket where Diserens spilt the catch.   
2. Luke Diserens smashed a ball off the “spinner” to 

mid-wicket where Hobson made no mistake about 
it. 

3. Watchers of the LiveStream were treated to some 
very insightful commentary from Club Chairman 
James Rodgers and former 2nd Grade Premiership 
captain, Damon Ridley. 

4. Umpire’s chief, Darren Goodger, provided a great 
role model for aspiring officials in his masterful 
management of the Match. 

5. As the presentations began in the marquee, ironi-
cally, rain began to fall again, too late to save 
Manly. 

Albert Cup Grand Final match report 

Steve Hobson driving his way to 133  

Steve Hobson accepted the Man of the Match medal from 
Umpire Anthony Hobson (no relation) 
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Albert Cup Grand Final 
University v Manly Warringah 

University No.1 
April 4-6, 2015 

 
University won the toss and batted 

Umpires: Darren GOODGER and Anthony HOBSON 
Man of the Match: Steve Hobson  

University 
Will HAY b.Beatty 3 
Jack HILL c.Cox b.Diserens   45 
Adam THEOBALD c.Walter b.Marshall   27 
Ben TREVOR-JONES hit wkt b.Marshall 0 
Max HOPE c.Webber b.Visser   19 
Steve HOBSON c.Visser b.Marshall 133 
David MILLER c.Cox b.Marshall   21 
Tom KIERATH lbw b.Beatty   13 
Josh TOYER b.Visser 4 
Jim RYAN c.Diserens b.Visser   46 
Ben JOY not out 5 
Extras   14 
TOTAL   330 
 
FoW 3(Hay) 51(Theobald) 51(Trevor-Jones) 90(Hope) 112
(Hill) 147(Miller) 188(Kierath) 201(Toyer) 324(Hobson) 330
(Ryan) 
 
Bowling: O M W R 
M.Visser 22.4 6 3 52 
T.Beatty 19 7 2 52 
M.Pugh 18 7 0 32 
L.Diserens 24 6 1 82 
D.Marshall 26 5 4 84 
L.Edgell   7 3 0 11 
A.Baker   2 1 0   4 

Manly-Warringah 
Luke EDGELL lbw bToyer   5 
Rowan HAMMAN c.Kierath b.Joy   0 
Justin COX c.Trevor-Jones b.Toyer   9 
Mitchell PUGH b.Joy 13 
Aidan BAKER c.Miller b.Toyer 31 
Jarrod WALTER c.Trevor-Jones b.Joy 12 
Taylor BEATTY c.Hill b.Toyer 23 
Sam WEBBER c.Trevor-Jones b.Toyer   1 
Michael VISSER c.Joy b.Kierath   9 
Luke DISERENS c.Hobson b.Theobald   6 
Dylan MARSHALL not out   5 
Extras   3 
TOTAL  117 
 
FoW 5(Edgell) 5(Hamman) 15(Cox) 38(Pugh) 54(Walter) 
86(Baker) 88(Webber) 100(Beatty) 106(Visser) 117
(Diserens) 
 
Bowling: O M W R 
B.Joy 15 3 3 40 
J.Toyer 11 3 5 35 
J.Ryan   9 2 0 25 
T.Kierath   7 2 1 14 
A.Theobald   1.5 0 1   2 

Celebrating the history-making fourth consecutive Albert Cup Premiership 
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---   201420142014---15 HALL OF FAME 15 HALL OF FAME 15 HALL OF FAME ---   

193 Liam Robertson (1st Grade v Campbelltown) 
185 Max Hope (2nd Grade v Western Suburbs) 
170no Cam New (6th Grade v Fairfield) 
157no  Nick Larkin (1st Grade v Eastern Suburbs) 
153 Lachlan Carfax (6th Grade v Western Suburbs) 
151 Lachlan Carfax (6th Grade SF v Blacktown 
138no Greg Mail (1st Grade v Sydney) 
133 Steve Hobson (2nd Grade GF v Manly)  
131 Jarrod Waterlow (5th Grade v Bankstown) 
125 Will Hay (2nd Grade v Gordon)  
125 Nick Arnold (5th Grade v Sutherland) 
118no Matt Lowen (6th Grade v Western Suburbs - debut) 
115  Ben Trevor-Jones (2nd Grade v Manly - debut) 
115 Nicholas Arnold (Green Shield v Western Suburbs) 
111 Hugh Kermond (6th Grade v Randwick-Petersham) 
110no Alisdair Grant (4th Grade v UNSW) 
109 Scott Henry (1st Grade v Gordon) 
105 Scott Henry (1st Grade v Bankstown) 
105 Nick Arnold (Green Shield QF v Northern District) 
105 Kobe Carroll (6th Grade SF v Blacktown maiden) 
100  James Larkin (3rd Grade v Manly) 
100no Jack Hill (3rd Grade v UNSW) 

7/29 Ben Joy (2nd v Western Suburbs) 
6/14  Ash Cowan (3rd v Western Suburbs) 
6/16  Jim Ryan (2nd QF v Blacktown 
6/18 Douglas Rogers (5th Grade v UNSW) 
6/21  Ash Cowan (3rd QF v Eastern Suburbs) 
6/27 Tim Ley (1st v UNSW) 
6/28 Udayan Gaur (3rd v Northern District) 
6/30  Jim Ryan (3rd v Randwick-Petersham) 
6/62 Udayan Gaur (3rd v St. George) 
6/55 Shehan Canagasingham (6th SF v Blacktown 
5/23 Brodie Frost (4th QF v Sydney) 
5/25 Ben Joy (2nd v Blacktown) 

5/27 Josh Toyer (2nd v St.George) 
5/28 Jonathon Craig Dobson (5th v Bankstown) 
5/33 Alex Mihalyka (5th v Easts) 
5/35 Josh Toyer (2nd GF v Manly) 
5/35 Jonathon Craig Dobson (4th v North Sydney) 
5/40 Sean Abbott (1st v Sydney) 
5/45 Ben Joy (2nd SF v Parramatta) 
5/54 Will Somerville (1st v Easts) 
5/54 Jim Ryan (3rd v Easts) 
5/55 Tim Ley (1st v Campbelltown) 
5/64 Joshua Stewart (4th v Bankstown) 
1/2 Adam Theobald (2nd GF v Manly - Maiden wicket) 

BATTING 

BOWLING 

Will Hay 

A moment in time relived 35 years on 
Lunch during the Grand Final was an opportu-
nity to catch up with old friends and remember 
the 2nd Grade premiership win from 1979/80. 
Dr. Damon Ridley, travelling from Germany, 
was a very welcome visitor to No.1 where he 
captained University 2nd Grade and 1st Grade 
in the late 70’s and early 80’s.  Damon, who 
was elected as a Vice-President in 1976, has 
been a Life Member of the Club since 1996. 
He won the inaugural Captain John Morris Tro-
phy as Most Valuable Clubman in 1975/6, the 
IE Fisher Trophy for Most Valuable 1st Grader 
in 1981/2 and was the Club Secretary from 
1974 to 1977.  As a Captain he instilled a 
sense of professionalism and commitment to 
excellence in teams. 

Old friends, James Rodgers, Damon Ridley and Ray Hunt 
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